“When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?” ~Psalm 11:3

I. Introduction – No Meaning and Agreed Upon Purpose in the West

a. Drunken Aussie Sailor story

“Dr. Hugh Moorhead, a philosophy professor at Northeastern Illinois University, once wrote to 250 of the best-known philosophers, scientists, writers, and intellectuals in the world, asking them, “What is the meaning of life?” He then published their responses in a book [The Meaning of Life According to Our Century’s Greatest Writers and Thinkers]. Some offered their best guesses, some admitted that they just made up a purpose for life, and others were honest enough to say they were clueless. In fact, a number of famous intellectuals asked Professor Moorhead to write back and tell them if he discovered the purpose of life!”
b. “Most men live lives of quite desperation.” ~Henry David Thoreau
c. Bart Simpson – Refusing to do schoolwork until his teacher answered his question about the meaning of life – “I need to know the answer to that question before any of this matters.”
“Out of more than a score of great civilizations in human history, modern Western civilization is the very first to have no agreed-on answer to the question of the purpose of life.” ~ Os Guinness
d. What about you? Do you feel the push and pull of not knowing where to go? Who to be? What to say? Look like? Hang out with? Talk like? Dress like? Buy? Etc. etc. Do you constantly compare yourself to other people and lose the joy that could be yours b/c of your lack of measuring up?
Wild ride for the next 30 minutes. Buckle your seat belts and engage your minds and your hearts for you will need both.
II. A brief history of Western Thought – Ideas have legs, they take you places
a. Christianized Europe – Christian Worldview dominated the Western Culture

b. The Enlightenment/Age of Reason

i. Rene Descartes – Doubt

ii. John Locke – Tabula Rasa

1. Thomas Jefferson – Declaration of Independence

2. Deism – Clockwork Universe

“We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry, would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” ~John Adams October 11, 1798
iii. Jean-Jacques Rousseau – Man is Good

iv. Charles Darwin – Evolution

v. Karl Marx – Classless Society

vi. Friedrich Nietzsche – God is Dead

1. Naturalism/Humanism – Man is the measure of all things

a. Communism – Stalin & Mao Zedong

b. Fascism/Nazism – Hitler & Mussolini

vii. “Whether it’s a few hours or a few years, makes no difference once you have lost eternity.” ~Jean Paul Sartre
III. Downward spiral to the “Line of Despair”

a. Lower Story – Rational/Mind

i. Public Sphere – Scientific Knowledge

ii. Facts – Binding on everyone

b. Upper Story – Non-rational/Heart - “Follow your heart”

i. Private Sphere – Personal preferences

ii. Values – Individual choice

We have all had a moment when all of a sudden we looked around and thought: The world is changing, I am seeing it change. This is for me the moment when the new America began: I was at a graduation ceremony at a public high school in New Jersey. It was 1971 or 1972. One by one a stream of black-robed students walked across the stage and received their diplomas. And a pretty young girl with red hair, big under her graduation gown, walked up to receive hers. The auditorium stood up and applauded. I looked at my sister: “She’s going to have a baby.” The girl was eight months pregnant and had the courage to go through with her pregnancy and take her finals and finish school despite society’s disapproval. 

But: Society wasn’t disapproving. It was applauding. Applause is a right and generous response for a young girl with grit and heart. And yet, in the sound of that applause I heard a wall falling, a thousand-year wall, a wall of sanctions that said: We as a society do not approve of teenaged unwed motherhood because it is not good for the child, not good for the mother and not good for us. The old America had a delicate sense of the difference between the general (“We disapprove”) and the particular (“Let’s go help her”)…The old America would not have applauded the girl in the big graduation gown, but some of its individuals would have helped her not only materially but with some measure of emotional support. We don’t so much anymore. For all our tolerance and talk we don’t show much love to what used to be called girls in trouble. As we’ve gotten more open-minded we’ve gotten more closed-hearted.
c. Tolerance – Old Vs. New

i. Story of firefighters who were told they had to march in a Gay Rights parade or they would be fired.

ii. Story of RA’s at college during training being forced to watch pornography.

iii. California – Supreme Court overturned the vote on traditional marriage.

iv. Miss California – Prejean

First Prejean thanked God for giving her the strength to stand by her belief in traditional marriage. Then, she publicly forgave her tormentors. And then she talked about her grandfather, who fought in World War II under General Patton. Fighting back tears, Prejean said, “[My grandfather] never spoke of the Battle of the Bulge that he participated in as a rifleman, or the honorary medals he received because of his bravery. But he did speak about the freedoms he fought for, and taught me to never back down, and never let anyone take those freedoms away from [me].” Prejean then pointed out that she was being punished for exercising her first amendment right to free speech—the very constitutional right her grandfather risked his life to preserve. “This should not happen in America,” she said. But it did.
d. The ‘Line of Despair’ has produced what C.S. Lewis calls ‘Men without chests’

i. “We make men without chests and expect of them virtue and enterprise. We laugh at honor and are shocked to find traitors in our midst. We castrate and bid the geldings be fruitful.” ~The Abolition of Man p.704

e. “First, dentistry was painless, then bicycles were chainless and carriages were horseless and many laws enforceless. Next, cookery was spireless, telegraphy was wireless, cigars were nicotineless and coffee caffeineless. Soon oranges were seedless the putting green was weedless, the college boy was hatless the proper diet fatless. New motor roads are dustless, the latest steal rustless. Our tennis courts are sodless. Our new religion godless.”
i. Malcolm Muggeridge quote

ii. Our new religion is one where man has become god – Obama the Savior
iii. Political correctness now determines what is allowed to be spoken and what is forbidden no that of our first amendment right of free speech.
f. Rachel’s Challenge and Rachel’s Faith cannot be mixed.

IV. Application – John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

a. Love – The highest Ethic

i. Tolerance – merely tolerate and put up with them – run with a knife in your hands, dry your hair with a hair dryer while taking a bath. 

ii. Love – serve them, embrace them, speak the truth in love.

iii. Love – the most overused & diluted word in the English language

iv. What is a loving person? What does it mean to love someone? To act towards there best with grace and truth.

1. Great Commandment – Matthew 22:37-40

2. Woman caught in adultery

3. Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20

4. Brandon’s story of choosing to live with a gay roommate.
b. How to develop a heart and mind for Grace and Truth
i. Romans 12:2 – “Do not be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
ii. Martin Luther – “Here I stand, I can do no other”
