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Jesus Among Other Gods(
“How can you believe that there is only one way to God? Surely, if there is a God out there somewhere he would have made more than just one, narrow, way to get to him.” Have you ever thought something along those lines or do you know someone who has asked you a similar question? Many people believe that just as there are many ways up a mountain so there are many ways to God as illustrated in the picture below (II, 30).
And as I think about the arguments for there being many ways to get to God and heaven, it seems to make perfect sense. I mean doesn’t it seem like if God is big enough to make all that we see and even things that we will never see that he would make more than just one way to get to Him? I can honestly sympathise with people don’t believe in Jesus, or any one way, as being the only way to get to God. On the surface it seems so hard to believe. Many people believe that as long as you believe in some kind of god and are a good person that it will all work out in the end. You may agree with Hugh Hefner when he said, “What we call religion today should have less emphasis on the unknowable things—all the deistic nonsense. I don’t know if there’s a God, and nobody else does either.” Or maybe you would agree with actress Lauren Tom when she said, “I’ve made up my own little belief system. I’ve got the Buddha going. There’s Jesus and St. Francis over there. Nobody’s left out” (In Style May 2001 p. 381 ). On the surface, the common sense of these arguments seem so obvious that it almost seems even ridiculous to look deeper into the subject. If this is true, then I guess I am into the ridiculous business because I believe that there is a lot more than meets the eye lurking just below the surface. I hope since you have come thus far on this journey with me you will continue with me til the end. 
Our ultimate goal on our journey together should be that of finding what is true about this world and specifically about who or what God is. The word truth, like many words such as love, are tossed around very carelessly and casually in our culture today. For instance, in the Atlanta Journal and Constatution on the day of her funeral, Thursday, May 2, 2002, there was a memorial ad about Lisa “Left-Eye” Lopes that read, “Reminisce on every line that I wrote, Know that I will never surrender and it’s truth that I spoke.” That is a very nice thing to say; however, it is also a very bold thing to say. She seemed like a pretty nice person and all, but I wouldn’t go so far as to say that every line that she wrote is true. I believe that Henry David Thoreau in his famous book Walden said it well when he said, “Rather than love, than money, than fame, give me truth.” Sir Winston Churchill, the great orator and prime minister of England during World War II once was quoted as saying, “The most valuable thing in the world is the truth, in fact, it is so valuable that it is often defended by a body guard of lies.” If we are ever to know what is true about who God is, how to get to heaven, and whether or not any or all of the world religions are true, then we must be aware of the ‘body guard of lies’ that surround this very subject. “Religions are making a revival, but often as a hybrid of western marketing techniques and eastern mythology—a devastating combination of seduction through media and mysticism. The first casualty in such a mix is truth, and, consequently, the person of God” (V, 4). Our journey for the truth is a journey that will bring us closer to the true nature and character of God.

I would like to begin by pointing out some of the differences in the major world religions. In light of the vast amount of religions and information about the different ones, I am going to narrow our time down to the study of just the five major world religions: Islam, Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Buddhism. In the first part of this paper I will attempt to show you that the truth claims of these different religions are, at the heart, different from each other and make mutually exclusive truth claims. By definition, mutually exclusive truth claims, cannot both be true. For example, let’s say that I just told you a friend of mine and his wife just had a baby girl. Then let’s say that someone else walked into the room and I told them that this same couple had a baby but instead of a baby girl I said that they had a baby boy. Would you go along as if nothing out of the ordinary had happened? Of course not because the truth claim that the baby is a boy is a mutually exclusive truth claim compared to the truth claim that the baby is a girl. The baby cannot both be a girl and a boy at the same time. It just isn’t possible. In the second part of this paper, I am going to dive a little deeper into the philosophical implications of the idea that all roads lead to God.
At the core of every religion is a specific truth claim about who or what God is and how to get to God. These truth claims, just like the baby illustration, are mutually exclusive truth claims because they claim conflicting things about the character and nature of who God is. “We must realize that God cannot do which is mutually exclusive and logically impossible. God cannot make square circles. The terms are mutually exclusive” (V, 117). In much the same way that God cannot do things that are mutually exclusive, he cannot be something that is mutually exclusive. For instance, he cannot both be a loving, personal, triune (three persons in one) God as Christianity claims, and an impersonal oneness like Hinduism claims in its Brahman or the God of Judaism who is not a triune God . Ravi Zacharias, who was born in the India and raised in a Hindu culture and is now one of the foremost defenders of the Christian faith writes, “At the heart of every religion is an uncompromising commitment to a particular way of defining who God is or is not and accordingly, of defining life’s purpose. Anyone who claims that all religions are the same betrays not only an ignorance of all religions but also a caricatured view of even the best-known ones. Every religion at its core is exclusive” (V, 7).
Let’s begin by taking a look at how each religion defines who God is or is not. Christianity states that God is a triune God meaning that God has three persons to his deity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Both Jews and Muslims (Muslims are the followers of the Islam religion) would disagree with this truth claim about who God is. Muslims believe that God, who they call Allah, is a single being. Not only is the basic person of who God is in contention but also the very character of Allah and of God as described in the Koran and Bible, respectively, are completely different. “Allah loves not those that do wrong” (Surah 3:140, Ali), and neither does He love “him who is treacherous, sinful” (Surah 4:107, Ali); but “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8)” (Compact, 110). “Allah desires to afflict them for some of their sins” (Surah 5:49, Ali; also see Surahs 4:168-169; 7:179; 9:2; 40:10); but the God of the Bible does not “take any pleasure in the death of the wicked” (Ezekiel 18:23) and is “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9)” (I, 110). How can God be both three in one (Christianity) and a single being (Islam) at the same time? And, how can Allah who desires to afflict sinners and God who desires mercy and everyone to come to repentance be the same God? Answer: The two Gods that these religions are describing are two different beings altogether. God cannot both be the God of Christianity and the God (Allah) of Islam because these two truth claims are mutually exclusive. Either Islam is right and Christianity is wrong or Christianity is right and Islam is wrong or they are both wrong. There is no other alternative. The option of both of them being equally true is a non-logical answer and falls apart underneath its own weight. Another interesting thing about the differences between Christianity and Islam is in their Holy Book. The Qur’an, also spelled Koran, claims that it is without error just like the Bible claims. “Ali Dashti, an Iranian author and a committed Muslim, commented that the errors in the Koran were so many that the grammatical rules had to be altered in order to fit the claim that the Koran was flawless. He gives numerous examples of these in his book, Twenty-Three Years: The Life of the Prophet Mohammed.” Interestingly enough, the book was published after his death because he didn’t want to be killed for writing it. Compare that with what some brilliant scholars have written about the Bible and the contrast is striking. Frederic Kenyon wrote, “It cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance the text of the Bible is certain: Especially is this the case with the New Testament. The number of manuscripts of the New Testament, of early translations from it, and of quotations from it in the oldest writers of the Church, is so large that it is practically certain that the true reading of every doubtful passage is preserved in some one or other of these authorities. This can be said of no other book in the world” (III, 46). And Simon Greeleaf, the famed Harvard professor whose work on evidence is still considered the preeminent work on evidence today, wrote, “You may choose at the end of your investigative process of the New Testament to say, ‘I choose not to believe it.’ But you may not reserve the right to say, ‘Because there is not enough evidence to believe it.’” Let’s now take a look at the Eastern religions.
Hindus believe in over 330 millions gods which are manifestations of the supreme being which is the Brahman or Oversoul of the entire universe. Hindus believe that people are god, but that we are ignorant of this. Hinduism basically states that the way to get to the afterlife is to continue to do good deeds that will help their personal karma. Karma can be good karma or bad karma. If you do good things throughout your life you will be reborn into a higher station in your next life, and if you continue this pattern eventually you will be released from the cycle of reincarnation and will find final salvation in being absorbed into or union with Brahman. This is similar with a drop of water being absorbed into the ocean. The single drop of water loses its individuality and becomes one with the larger body of water, the ocean. However, if you do bad things in your life you will have bad karma and you will be reborn into a lower position in your next life. The belief in Karma and reincarnation is why thousands upon thousands of people die each year in India because they refuse to kill the rats that eat tons of grain because it may be their reincarnated relative. Therefore, thousands of people die of starvation every year. So in Hinduism, the ultimate God is named Brahman; however, this ultimate being is not a personal God like the Muslims, Christians, and Jews claim. Therefore, if the Hindus are right about their claim about who Brahman is, then by the definition of mutually exclusive truth claims, the Muslims, Christians, and Jews are wrong about who God truly is. Radhakrishnan, a Hindu and a professor of Eastern philosophy at Oxford and president of India at one time said, “The problem with the Hindu philosophy is that she has opened her arms so wide that when she finally starts to close them she will strangle herself.” This is the problem with all inclusive religions. It is interesting that Hinduism comes across as being open and tolerant to all religions. Why is it, if all religions lead to God, do they become extremely upset if someone gets converted from Hinduism to another religion? “Indian culture has that veneer of openness, but it is highly critical of anything that hints at a challenge to it. It is no accident that within that so-called tolerant culture was birthed the caste system. All-inclusive philosophies can only come at the cost of truth. And no religion denies its core beliefs” (V, 7). So once again we see that in reality Hindus hold very stringently to their particular truth claim that Hinduism is the true religion. “There is a humorous story told of India’s leading philosopher, Shankara. He had just finished lecturing the king on the deception of the mind and its delusion of material reality. The next day, the king let loose an elephant that went on a rampage, and Shankara ran up a tree to find safety. When the king asked him why he ran if the elephant was nonreal, Shankara, not to be outdone, said, “What the king actually saw was a nonreal me climbing up a nonreal tree!” One might add, “That is a nonreal answer”” (V, 119).
Buddhism at its core is an atheistic religion. In other words, Buddhist do not believe that there is a God at all. The afterlife and the goal of a Buddhist is to achieve nirvana, which literally means to extinguish or blow out. They believe that once they have eliminated all desire in their life by way of the Eightfold Path that their life will ‘blow out’, so to speak, and they will achieve nirvana. So again, we find ourselves at the crossroads of another mutually exclusive truth claim about the nature of who God is, or in this case, who God isn’t. I think you are beginning to see that this truth claim, if true, necessarily and logically means that the other true claims of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism that specifically contradict this truth claim about ultimate reality cannot be true. An interesting thing about this path to enlightenment and ultimately to nirvana is that it is attained by eliminating all desire from oneself. However, how is one supposed to achieve this without desiring to do so? I asked this question to a Buddhist that I met at a wedding a few weeks ago and she said that this is a mystery that has never been answered. “In Islam, Allah is seen as distant and totally transcendent. In Buddhism, there is no god. In the core of Hindu thinking, you are, in effect, made to become god. But in the Christian faith, there is the nearness of God. We do not go to the Temple anymore to worship; we take the temple with us. This body is the temple of the living God. There is communion; there is intimacy. We understand that this body is where God wishes to make His residence, and we see the sacredness of the human body” (VI, 4).

There is a true story that tells about a group of theologians sitting around discussing what makes Christianity unique in all the religions in the world. C.S. Lewis walked in and overheard their discussion and said something along the lines of, “That’s easy—Grace.” And he is exactly right. Every other religion in the world says that in order to go to heaven, achieve enlightenment, etc. that one must adhere to a certain set of rules and regulations. In short, one must work his or her way to heaven. “In Buddhism, you work and work your way into Nirvana, an ultimate enlightenment. In the Islamic faith, it’s always “In Sha’ Allah,” the will of Allah, if one reaches God. These systems of thought have no assured way of knowing where you stand with God” (VI). Only in the person of Christ do we find God offering us, his beloved, something absolutely for free. Furthermore, not only is it free, if we do not take his free gift of the forgiveness of our sins that Jesus paid for on the cross, we will never get it. Justice is getting what we deserve and grace is getting what we don’t deserve. Every other religion in the world deals completely in works and getting what you deserve. Christianity deals in grace and getting what Jesus deserved as a free gift from God.
The Uniqueness of Jesus

There is a very interesting thing that I hear a lot of people say when talking about the different world religions. What I typically hear is something along the lines of, “Yea, I believe that Jesus was a good teacher and maybe even a prophet, but Buddhism has its equivalent in Buddha, Islam has its equivalent in Mohammed, and I’m sure the other religions have their special teachers and prophets. What’s the difference?” The difference is absolutely huge. Jesus is the only one out of all these different prophets and teachers that ever claimed to be God in the flesh. This is absolutely staggering when you stop to think about it. That a man could claim to be the same as the one divine, holy, all-knowing, all-powerful, all-seeing, creator of the universe. And yet, we see people who followed him and believed that he was exactly that—God in the flesh. C.S. Lewis the great Oxford teacher and longtime atheist before he became a Christian wrote, “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a mad man or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to” (McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict, 157). It is very interesting to note that the Muslim’s holy book, the Koran, says that Jesus was both sinless and born of a virgin. “Even the Koran, written six hundred years after Jesus, affirmed His virgin birth (see Surah 19.19-21). This would serve Islam no self-glorifying purpose” (V, 39). “His birth was not by natural means. This cannot be said of Mohammed, Krishna, or Buddha. Islam, while defending the virgin birth, denies that Jesus was the Son of God. It has, therefore, never been able to break free from a contradiction of its own making on the matter of Jesus’ sonship. Its assertion that it is blasphemous to suggest that God could have a Son is based on their notion that sexual union is necessary for a child to be born, and of course, that would demean God. So there is a half-truth here, with an ironic twist for a religion whose founding prophet had numerous sexual unions, all, they claim, instigated by God…they have acknowledged that God, in His infinite power, can initiate life without sexual union” (V, 39, 40). I am not trying to prove to you at this moment that Jesus was in fact sinless, born of a virgin, or even God in the flesh. All I am trying to convince you at this moment is that Jesus made a very distinct truth claim that no other person in any major religion has ever claimed—that he was God. This sets Jesus apart from every other person in the history of the world. Renan, the French thinker and atheist, wrote, “Whatever surprises the future may bring, one thing is certain, Jesus will never be surpassed” (I, 13). Rousseau who was also a French thinker wrote, “If the life and death of Socrates were those of a sage-the life and death of Jesus were those of a God” (I, 14). Lord Byron, the English poet wrote, “If ever a man were God, or God were a man, Jesus was both” (I, 14). W. Lecky, the famous historian who was not a Christian recognized the uniqueness of Jesus when he wrote, “The character of Jesus has not only been the highest pattern of virtue, but the strongest incentive to its practice, and has exerted so deep an influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of three short years of active life has done more to regenerate and to soften mankind than all the disquisitions of the philosophers and all the exhortations of the moralists” (I, 33). And Albert Einstein himself was quoted in The Saturday Evening Post, on October 26, 1929 as saying, “As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene. Jesus is too colossal for the pen of phrasemongers, however artful. No man can dispose of Christianity with a “bon mot [a clever remark].” No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word” (I, 84). For evidence proving that Jesus was in fact God in the flesh, please go to ‘Resource’ at www.svroswell.com and download ‘Evidence for the Skeptic in All of Us’.
How Good Is Good Enough?(
My purpose in looking deeper into these religions isn’t to give you an in depth understanding of each of these religions. My purpose simply is to show you that these religions and what they claim to be true about both God and reality are different and furthermore are mutually exclusive. I really believe that there is a deeper issue at work here. I think that when we get right done to it we have a hard time believing that anyone particular religion has the ‘right’ way to God. It seems like the fairest system is not necessarily that all Christians get to heaven, or Jews, or Buddhists, Muslims, or Hindus, but rather, the good Hindus, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, and Christians get to heaven. Doesn’t that seem like a much fairer way to run things? I mean it seems like if there is a good God up in heaven whatever his true nature, character and name really is it seems like he would let all the good people into heaven with him, right? There are 5 reasons to support this view that good people go to heaven:
1. It’s fair—the Bible seems to coincide with this view.

2. We’ll make the cut because I’m good and you’re good, right? Time magazine did a survey a few years ago in which it said that 87% of Americans believe in heaven and almost that many believe that they are going there when they die.
3. Motivate you to be good.

4. Consistent with the idea of a good God.

5. It makes so much sense on the surface, why question it?

However, there are three major flaws with the idea that good people go to heaven. The first one is that “we have no clear set of standards of good and bad by which we can check our progress” (IV). If there is a good God up there in heaven somewhere wouldn’t it stand to reason that he would have given us a clear standard by which we can judge our progress? We try and do an interesting thing here in America by saying we believe that good people get to heaven and then using the Bible to define what ‘good’ means. The reason that this is interesting is because the Bible says that no one is good in God’s sight. Romans 3:10 says, “There is no one righteous, not even one.” Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” In the Old testament where the law is given, there is no connection between observing the law and going to heaven. In fact, there is no mention of an afterlife at all. So if you stand before God one day and your reason that you tell him that he should let you in is because you are a ‘good’ person don’t use the Bible as your standard of what good is because that very same book says that no one is that good. Many people say that their idea of what ‘good’ is comes from within and that they just know what ‘good’ is and what is bad. The problem though is that the inborn sense of right and wrong contradicts someone else’s idea of what is ‘good’ and what is bad. There have literally been hundreds and hundreds of wars fought over this very issue. One side of the conflict thought what they were doing was the right and ‘good’ thing and so did the other side. Who was right? Back in the 60’s, many white southerners really thought that having slaves was the right, ‘good’ thing to do. Obviously the African Americans did not think that this was a very ‘good’ thing. The point is that there is no clear standard! 
The second major flaw in the idea that good people go to heaven is: how are we graded? If we have to meet a certain standard of goodness to get into heaven, what is that standard? Is it pass/fail? Do only the C and above people make it? B and above? Only the A students? I don’t know, and neither do you because in this system there is no clear standard of what we are being graded on. When does the score keeping begin? Does it start upon birth, 10 years of age, teenage years? Some people have a big problem because according to this system they might not have enough time in their life to do enough ‘good’ things to counter all the bad things that they have done in their life. How can you say that there is a good God in heaven who is going allow us into heaven or not allow us into heaven based upon how ‘good’ we are in our lives and then not give us a clear standard by which we can judge our progress? Does that sound like a good God? Say you walked into class on the first day of school and your teacher said, “I’ll see you in 3 months for your final exam. Good luck.” You would probably respond by saying, “What am I supposed to read? What am I supposed to do? What will I be tested on?” And if the teacher responded by saying, “I’m not going to tell you but you are going to be held responsible for the material on the test,” would you consider that a ‘good’ teacher? No, of course not. Why? Because the teacher did not give you a clear standard by which you could judge your progress. Without a clear standard by which we can judge our progress how do we know what is ‘good’ enough to get into heaven? What if you are wrong about how good you have to be and you miss it by one or two ‘good’ deeds?
The biggest flaw against the mindset that ‘good’ people get to heaven is that it makes a liar out of Jesus Christ. Jesus taught that it wasn’t that good people went to heaven, but forgiven people went to heaven! If you believe that good people go to heave, then you believe that Jesus was a liar. Because he made a specific truth claim that was in contradiction to this position. In the book of Luke chapter 23, the Bible records the crucifixion of Jesus. He was crucified with in between two criminals. The Greek word used for ‘criminal’ in this text means a bit more back in those days. These were hardened criminals who couldn’t even be trusted to row in a Roman galley. In Luke 23:39-43 it reads, “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him [Jesus]: ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!’ But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Sorry Charlie, you are nowhere near good enough to get into heaven.’ Is that what Jesus said? No, that’s not what he said. Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, you’ve done way more bad things in your life than good things so you are going to hell!’ Is that how Jesus answered him? Again, the answer is no. Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.’ This totally and completely shatters the framework for good people go to heaven. Jesus taught that no one is good enough to get to heaven, but rather, it is forgiven people that go to heaven.
Religion is man’s attempt to reach up to God. The cross is God’s way of reaching down to man.

I know it’s hard to think that there is only one way to God, but often times when we ask questions like, “Well, what about Hindus or what about Muslims, etc.” it is only an academic question. In other words, we really aren’t concerned for that particular Hindu’s or Muslim’s eternal soul, what we are really concerned with is an understanding of the mind of God. I find great rest in the Biblical claim that says that where we are just academically concerned with the welfare of people’s souls, God’s very heartbeat is for these people who don’t know him. And if there is anyway possible that they will come to know and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, He will make that way known to them. For instance, Ravi Zacharias testifies that, “Among former Muslims who are now Christians, more than 90 percent of those with whom I have talked have come to know Christ through a dream or a vision. God used their own worldview through which to reveal Christ. We must be men and women of prayer, to pray for the salvation of people all over the world. As we wisely and gently present the Person and the work of Jesus Christ, many people will find Him irresistible” (VI, 5). No one spoke to these people about Christ, that didn’t attend anyone’s church to hear about how God sent his only son, Jesus Christ, to pay for their sins on the cross. God revealed his love for them through his son, Jesus Christ, by a dream or a vision. Don’t limit God or put Him in a box just because you don’t have a similar experience in your life. God is big enough for me and he is big enough for everyone in this entire world. Rest in the simple yet profound truth that God’s love for all of mankind far exceeds anything you could ever imagine, and He desires that everyone will come to saving knowledge of him (2 Peter 3:9).
Taking the Step of Faith!
If in reading this paper, something in your heart has stirred, then you should listen to that stirring. The mind is the gateway to the soul. And having just an intellectual belief in Jesus as the Son of God isn’t enough to make you right with God because even the demons believe! Satan knows that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and he has more belief in this fact then just about anyone (James 2:19)! Therefore, it isn’t accepting that Jesus Christ is the Son of God only with our minds, but rather receiving what He has done for us on the cross as a gift of reuniting us with God by faith in our hearts as well! In other words, not just believing in your minds, but receiving Jesus Christ into your heart, as your personal Lord and Savior! I truly believe that there is a God who has created you, loves you, and wants you to know him in a personal relationship that is beyond anything you could possibly imagine: love, joy, peace, happiness, excitement, contentment, self-control, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and a fullness of life. However, because of the sin that I know to be in my heart I, as well as every human being, is separated from the love of God because a Holy and righteous God cannot sweep the sins of the world underneath the rug and still be a righteous and just God. Just like a judge of this land cannot let a rapist go without punishing him and still be a judge. There must be an account for this sin that I find in myself. But because of God’s great love for us, about 2,000 years ago God sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to die in our place on the cross so that in believing in Jesus, with our minds and receiving him in our hearts the stain of sin may forever be removed from those who would place their faith in Him as their Lord and Savior. If you would like to enter into a personal relationship with God right now through Jesus Christ, it is very simple. There are no magical words to pray. The prayer is not what brings you into a right relationship with your Heavenly Father, but rather, it is your acknowledgement that you are a sinner in need of a savior expressed from your heart to God in words—and if it is from your heart, He will hear you and cleanse you of all your sins! The following is a simple suggested prayer that you can pray: “Father, I need you in my life. I know I am a sinner and I don’t need a better set of values or morals, or a tighter set of rules and regulations, I need a savior, I need you Jesus. I believe that you Jesus have died upon the cross to make the payment that I should have made for my sin. Thank you for doing what I could never do. Thank you for offering to me your righteousness and taking from me all my sin—past, present, and future. Come into my heart and forgive me of my sins and make me the type of person that you want me to be. I ask all of this in the name of Jesus believing in and resting on the promise of God which says, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified [just as if I’d never sinned], and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved” (Romans 10:9-10). I also believe that the person that gave you this paper would love to share with you how they have come to know God in a personal way, so if you get a chance, ask them! The choice is yours and yours alone. I pray that you choose wisely. Whether you realize it or not, it will be the biggest decision of your life one way or the other!
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(Title ‘Jesus Among Other Gods’ is taken from Ravi Zacharias’ book of the same name, and it is a must read.


Please feel free to copy and distribute this paper in any way you see fit.


( This part of the paper is taken from Andy Stanley’s sermon, ‘How Good is Good Enough?’
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